
The following excerpt is from the Department of Homeland Security Annual Report, dated March 2019 of the 

“Immigration Enforcement Actions of 2017.” 

Immigration Enforcement Actions 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) engages in immigration enforcement actions to 
prevent unlawful entry into the United States and to apprehend and repatriate aliens who 
have violated or failed to comply with U.S. immigration laws. Primary responsibility for the 
enforcement of immigration law within DHS rests with U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP), U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS). CBP enforces immigration laws at and between the ports of 
entry, ICE is responsible for interior enforcement and for detention and removal operations, 
and USCIS adjudicates applications and petitions for immigration and naturalization benefits. 

Introduction 

The immigration enforcement actions covered in this report include initial enforcement actions [determinations of 

inadmissibility by CBP Office of Field Operations (OFO) officers, apprehensions by U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) agents, and 

administrative arrests by ICE officers],1 initiation of removal proceedings, intakes into immigration detention, and 

repatriations (removals and returns). This report presents information on certain DHS immigration enforcement actions 

during 2017.2  

Key findings:  

• DHS apprehended 13 percent fewer aliens in 2017 than in 2016, driven by a 25 percent drop in USBP apprehensions 

and despite a 32 percent increase in ICE administrative arrests. DHS apprehensions of aliens from Mexico and the 

Northern Triangle of Central America decreased by 17 percent and 10 percent, respectively.  

• CBP OFO found 21 percent fewer aliens inadmissible, primarily due to the drop in inadmissible Cubans after a policy 

change in January 2017.  

• Intakes into immigration detention decreased by eight percent, while aliens from Mexico and the Northern Triangle of 

Central America still accounted for over 80 percent of total detentions. 

• Removals declined 11 percent, or 38,000 fewer removals. About 41 percent of removals involved aliens who had a 

prior criminal conviction.  

• Returns decreased slightly, primarily driven by a decline in returns by CBP OFO. 

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS PROCESSES  

Determinations of Inadmissibility  

All aliens seeking admission at a POE are subject to inspection. CBP OFO agents conduct these inspections at designated 

POEs and at pre-clearance locations at certain foreign ports. Applicants for admission who are found to be inadmissible 

may be permitted to voluntarily withdraw their application for admission and return to their home country, processed 

for expedited removal, referred to an immigration judge (IJ) for removal proceedings, processed for a visa waiver 

refusal, or paroled into the United States.3 Aliens referred to an IJ for removal proceedings under section 240 of the 

Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) are issued an I-862 Notice to Appear (NTA) and may be transferred to ICE for a 

custody determination. Aliens who apply under the Visa Waiver Program who are found to be inadmissible are refused 

admission without referral to an IJ, per Section 217 of the INA, unless the alien requests asylum, withholding of removal, 



or protection under the U.N. Convention against Torture.

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Source: https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/enforcement_actions_2017.pdf 
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