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Dear UTEP NEH 2019 Summer Scholars:
Welcome to our Summer Institute for School Teachers (grades 6th – 12th) named Tales from the
Chihuahuan Desert: Borderland Narratives about Identity and Binationalism. We are excited
about your interest in our Institute and that we will meet soon.
The Institute is sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and will be
held at the campus of The University of Texas at El Paso (El Paso, Texas).
The Institute dates are July 14th – July 28th, 2019, in El Paso, Texas. A stipend (taxable) will be
provided to each Summer Scholar (teacher, participant).
We developed Tales from the Chihuahuan Desert in an effort to reframe our national discourse
about the ways in which we see and talk about the U.S.–México borderlands and its binational
populations.
In the Guide for Summer Scholars we prepared, we provide answers for some questions as you
begin planning for your participation in the Institute. The most current information will begin to
appear on the Frequently Asked Questions web page and Travel and Housing web page.
Updates will occur every week leading to the first day of the Institute. There are TWO payroll
forms to complete and a biographical note to submit before May 5th, 2019. Instructions appear
on pages 11 and 14.
We look forward to your participation and contributions. Indeed, we anticipate shared
professional learning and growth across the disciplines and an engaging, positive experience
with lifelong colleagues and friendships in the making. ¡Bienvenidos!
Sincerely,
Drs. Ignacio Martínez and R. Joseph Rodríguez, Institute Directors
The University of Texas at El Paso
El Paso, Texas, USA
Chihuahuan Desert
borderlandsnarratives@utep.edu
http://borderlandsnarratives.utep.edu
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TRAVELING TO EL PASO (ELP)
Summer Scholars will be responsible for their travel arrangements to El Paso. Plan your airline
or car travel now and expect to pay yourself back once you receive the first payment of your
stipend.
Arrival Date: Sunday, July 14th, before 3:00 PM
Make your airline or car travel arrangements now to ARRIVE on Sunday, July 14th, 2019.
Consider the following before making your travel reservations and itineraries:
1. Arrive on Sunday BEFORE 3:00 PM. We have a welcome with light appetizers that is
scheduled to begin promptly at 5:30 PM.
2. Booking your flight early will help reduce expenses.
Departure Date: Sunday, July 28th, in the morning hours
Make your flight reservation now to DEPART on Sunday morning, July 28th, 2019. Consider the
following before making your travel reservations and itineraries:
1. Saturday is not an option for departure, since we have an evening program scheduled
on Sat., July 27th.
2. Depart on Sunday morning, July 28th. We will not have any scheduled programming that
day.

HOUSING
During the Institute, Summer Scholars will have the option to be housed on the UTEP campus in
an apartment-like housing complex named Miner Canyon. Housing on campus in the Miner
Canyon is not required, but recommended to build community and also for clean, economical
accommodations.
A UTEP Department of Housing and Residence Life, Guest Housing application must be
completed before June 20th, 2019.
With the application submission, the scholars agree to have the rate, plus additional taxes, paid
from their stipend in advance. Two weeks prior to the scholars’ arrival, rooms will be assigned
at the UTEP Miner Canyon.
Lodging at the UTEP Miner Canyon, which is located at 3490 Sun Bowl Drive, El Paso, TX 79902,
will cost $35.00 a night ($35 per night X 14 nights = $490.00). If you’d like to request linens, the
fee is $20.00 per set. Please note that these are preliminary estimates for now.
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All apartments are designed to house two to six individuals in four-bedroom spaces. Each
apartment has two separate bedrooms, a shared bathroom, kitchen, and living area. The
housing administrator will make every effort to pair roommates by gender.
The rate of each furnished apartment includes the following as noted on the UTEP Department
of Housing and Residence Life website (note that meals are not included):
1. Furnished Apartment
2. UTEP Wi-Fi access
3. Full Kitchen (without cooking ware,
4. Semi-private Bath
5. Refrigerated Air Conditioning
6. Basic linen set (bed sheets, blanket, pillow, towel) at $20 a set
7. Free laundry machines are available on the property.
8. A parking permit available upon request.
Single units may be available at a higher cost. Include this request in your UTEP Miner Canyon
housing application.
Scholars seeking housing for a spouse and other family members may seek housing in the UTEP
Miner Canyon or find additional accommodations on their own and off campus. Include this
request in your UTEP Miner Canyon housing application.

STIPENDS AND PAYROLL FORMS
Summer Scholars selected to participate in our two-week project will receive a stipend of
$2,100 (subject to taxes).
Stipends are intended to help cover travel expenses to and from the Institute location, housing,
food, and basic research expenses. The Institute will cover the cost of your books as well as any
fees to museums and historical sites.
Participants who cannot, or choose not to complete the full tenure of the project—including
attendance, participation, and e-portfolio—will receive a reduced stipend. As such, Institute
participants are required to attend and actively participate in all Institute meetings, planned
field trips, and e-portfolio requirements.
Summer Scholars must devote their full attention to the Institute and not engage in outside
professional activities unrelated to the Institute’s goals and activities.
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Two payroll forms must be fully completed to receive stipend payment. You will receive these
e-forms via an e-message, and you will be required to return them to Diana Gonzalez, our
Institute administrator by May 15th, 2019. (The forms also appear on our Institute web site after
May 1st, 2019.) Submit your forms via e-mail to your assigned Codirector before May 15th,
2019.
The stipend will be paid in two to three installments. One of these partial payments will be at
the beginning week of the Institute and by July 25th, 2019, pending receipt and processing of
your payroll documents. (It is important to submit these forms with correct documentation for
processing and to avoid delays. Plan in advance for these documents to be checked for
completion.)

CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS (CEUs)
For a fee, UTEP will offer a number of Continuing Education Units (CEUs), which Summer
Scholars can earn through participation in the Institute and by paying a fee to the UTEP
Extended University. This will be an out-of-pocket expense for each Summer Scholar who is
seeking CEUs.

EXPENSES (estimated)
The Institute will cover the cost of your books as well as any fees to museums and historical
sites.
El Paso is a relatively inexpensive city. An estimated expenses sheet appears in Appendix A (see
page 12).
Food is cheap, depending on where you eat. In the vicinity of the University, expect to spend
anywhere from $10.00 – $25.00 for dinner.
There are several off-campus restaurants within reach on foot, and public transportation is
available to downtown El Paso.

PARKING and RIDE SHARE
If you are bringing your own vehicle to UTEP, a parking permit will be required to park on UTEP
property. Summer Scholars who will be in residence at Miner Canyon will receive a parking
permit with their housing and at no additional cost.
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Taxis are a bit more expensive from the airport and in the city, so Lyft, Über, or any other ride
share program may be a better alternative. There is a fairly cheap and reliable bus system that
can take you most anywhere in El Paso. The streetcar provides service between the UTEP
campus and downtown El Paso.

LOCAL TRANSPORTATION: UTEP MINER METRO SHUTTLE and SUN METRO
The UTEP Metro Miner Shuttle service will be operating during the summer months and on a
limited schedule between campus buildings and main intersections.
Download the Metro Miner GPS Tracker app for the UTEP Metro Miner Shuttle here.
For local transportation, we will be providing tokens for travel on either Sun Metro Brío Rapid
Transit System bus line or the Sun Metro Streetcar. Roundtrips or one-way are options for
riders between UTEP and Downtown.
Download the app for Sun Metro here.
Please consider using these services that are clean, eco-friendly, reliable, and safe.

COLLABORATION AND EXPECTATIONS
Collaboration is essential. We are stronger in our teaching, research, and leadership through
collaboration and cooperation. We will model cooperative and collaborative learning each day.
We will work together to build more bridges of communication for teaching, learning, and fun.
Introduce yourself to the Summer Scholars soon. We will be requesting a recent photograph
and a biographical note to add to our Institute home page. More information appears in
Appendix B (see page 14).
You will have access to email addresses and other media to communicate through various
platforms in the months ahead.
Before and during the Institute, be mindful and maintain awareness as an educator, learner,
listener, and presenter in the presence of our colleagues who will be Summer Scholars, faculty,
lecturers, and Institute administrators and supporters.
A central part of the Institute experience is participation and the exchange of ideas. However,
disagreements will arise, for which a high degree of respect for the ideas of others is expected
from everyone.
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Remain mindful and also compassionate and respectful with courteous treatment and regard
for fellow scholars, university personnel, and community members. The concepts, themes, and
topics under study can become debatable and political regardless of political affiliation or
interests.
Each of us is responsible for following and upstanding the Principles of Civility for NEH
Seminars, Institutes, and Workshops.
Following the Principles will allow for a significant learning experience where diverse interests,
ideas, and experiences will expand the scope and sum of knowledge. Some of the topics of
discussion will be of a sensitive nature (politics, politics, sexuality, etc.) and may invoke
individual experiences.
We will also visit sites with varying interpretations about the chronicled history. We will meet
people who may have opposing political views. We are a community of scholars and as such we
are expected to distinguish opinion from argument.
Thus, we will be nudged to think differently and to challenge ourselves and others about
specific concepts, ideas, and perspectives we may hold that can directly influence our students’
thinking and lives in the schools and communities where we work and live.
A mutual agreement about our responsibilities will occur our first two days of the Institute.
We have scheduled time for personal conversations to engage with the faculty and lecturers for
your own professional growth and personal interests.
We will conduct a brief survey after a few days of the Institute. Based on feedback, count on
the directors to:
(1) make any adjustment where possible,
(2) change course as needed, and
(3) inform you if policies have our hands tied as directors.
Two additional surveys will be completed: a handwritten one the last day of the Institute, and
an additional one to be sent electronically, via your e-mail address, with a link in August 2019.
You are expected to attend every class meeting. Exceptions will be made only in cases of illness
or other major events.
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BIG PICTURE: AN INSTITUTE DAY
Each class day will be guided by an essential question that will be answered by the Summer
Scholars, faculty, and lecturers through the readings, artifacts, and field site visits (field trips).
Collaborative learning is our goal and practice. Your own understanding will be complemented
by the faculty and lecturers’ expertise.
Summer Scholars will work collaboratively and will launch the conversation based on the
readings at the beginning of either the morning or afternoon sessions.
Next, the faculty and lecturers will continue the conversation on the theme and concepts
toward addressing the essential question of the day.
This format works well with the ownership of concepts and interpretation of the readings with
expertise from scholars (faculty and lecturers) who are active researchers and educators in the
discipline.
Each day will begin with a reflection on the previous day we experienced. The brief reflection
will feature a story with media and images.

READINGS AND TECHNOLOGIES
All the readings will be posted electronically on the Institute web page. The readings will be
downloadable as of June 10th.
Three books, which are required reading, will be shipped to you, via US Postal Service, in late
May 2019. Be sure to provide a current and reliable address to receive a shipment of three
books.
In an effort to be environmentally conscious and to cut down on paper printed and waste, we
also encourage Summer Scholars to read any articles or essays on their computers or devices
with limited printing.
It is advisable that you bring your own laptop or device for completing any assignments. Wi-Fi
access is available at no additional cost.

E-PORTFOLIO PROJECTS
The E-Portfolio projects, which will be housed in a Web platform and named Tales from the
Chihuahuan Desert Borderlands: An Archive, will be lesson plans with a summary of what each
Summer Scholar learned about a concept presented and that is most applicable in his or her
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individual secondary classroom, grades 6–12. You may preview the 2017 E-Portfolios at our
website.
Each participant will create a minimum of two lessons or one unit plan using materials from
the Institute. A template will be provided, and the E-Portfolio must be completed to earn your
full stipend.
Summer Scholars will use the resources on the project website along with resources and
writings compiled through the E-Portfolio website to transform their Institute experience into
an e-product.
All Summer Scholars will have three to four hours each day to work on the E-Portfolio with
additional time available during the two-week period. You may begin thinking about an
essential question and using the readings you received to begin brainstorming and planning.
The E-Portfolio will be directly applicable to the Summer Scholars’ teaching and for other
teachers to adopt and use.
After the Institute, the Summer Scholars’ individual E-Portfolio projects will be posted to UTEP
Tales from the Chihuahuan Desert Borderlands: An Archive. Based on permissions, the eportfolio based projects will be made available to Summer Scholars and interested teachers
nationwide beyond the Institute period.
The E-Portfolio to be developed by the Summer Scholars will be managed on a platform in
consultation with the UTEP Office of Academic Technologies and their Creative Studios team.
Steve Varela, the director the UTEP Academic Technologies, is a national leader in teacher
professional learning and education. Steve’s Creative Studios team will assist Summer Scholars
in curating their E-Portfolios.
The team members will be present in the assigned laboratory during specific time periods,
although it is the individual Summer Scholar’s responsibility to develop the content of the
lesson plans and to make sure the content corresponds to state or national standards in your
discipline, content area, or subject.

TRAVELING TO MÉXICO
NEH is not responsible for incidents that may occur if you choose to cross into México.
Currently, there are no travel restrictions into Ciudad Juárez. However, parts of Ciudad Juárez
remain dangerous for residents and travelers. If you wish to travel into México, be aware that a
U.S. Passport or U.S. Passport Card is required.
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Please review the following travel warning that was last updated on November 15, 2018.
The U.S. Department of State warns U.S. citizens about the risk of traveling to certain
parts of México due to the activities of criminal organizations in those areas.
Ciudad Juárez: Exercise caution in all areas. U.S. government personnel are prohibited
from traveling after dark west of Eje. Juan Gabriel and south of Boulevard Zaragoza.
Defer non-essential travel to the areas southeast of Boulevard Independencia and the
Valle de Juárez region.
Chihuahua City: U.S. government employees must travel from Ciudad Juárez to
Chihuahua City during daylight hours via Highway 45, stopping only at the shops at
Highway 45/Miguel Ahumada in the town of Villa Ahumada. They may not travel to the
Morelos, Villa, and Zapata districts of Chihuahua.
Nuevo Casas Grandes Area (including Nuevo Casas Grandes, Casas Grades, Mata Ortíz,
Colonia Juarez, Colonia LeBaron, and Paquime): U.S. government employees must travel
to the Nuevo Casas Grandes area during daylight hours through the United States. U.S.
government employees should enter Mexico at the Palomas Port of Entry on New
Mexico Route 11 before connecting to Mexico Highway 2 to Nuevo Casas Grandes.

DOCUMENTS TO COMPLETE: CHECKLIST WITH DUE DATES
The following documents must be completed and submitted by the due dates listed here.
The two payroll forms for stipend payments will be sent to you via-email by May 1st, 2019 and
will posted online.
There is no need to contact Diana Gonzalez, business administrator for the UTEP NEH 2019
Summer Institute, about the forms.
Website: http://borderlandsnarratives.utep.edu
1.

Biographical Note with Photo (see Appendix B, page 14)

2.

Authorization of Personal Services Form (see web site after May 1st, 2019)

3.

Supplier Information Form (see web site after May 1st, 2019)

4.

Guest Housing Form (see web site after June 1st, 2019)
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DUE
May 5, 2019

ITEM
Biographical Note and Photo

SEND QUESTIONS & TURN IN VIA
borderlandsnarratives@utep.edu

May 15, 2019

UTEP Payroll Forms (2) for Stipend

Your assigned Codirector

June 20, 2019

UTEP Housing Form

borderlandsnarratives@utep.edu
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APPENDIX A
Estimated Expenses Sheet
(Stipend: $2,100 before tax deductions)
1. Travel
Plan to arrive on Sunday, July 14th, BEFORE 3:00 PM. Evening event begins at 5:00 PM
Plan to depart on Sunday morning, July 28th, 2019.
Air Travel: Estimate from your destination to El Paso, Texas (ELP)
The El Paso International Airport address is 6701 Convair Road, El Paso, TX 79925.
The UTEP Miner Canyon residence address is 3490 Sun Bowl Drive, El Paso, TX 79902.
Taxi from Airport to UTEP: $35.00 (one-way)
Taxi from UTEP to Airport: $35.00 (one-way)
The public transit is named Sun Metro. It is an option as well as using Lyft or Über.
Total = $70.00 (not including weekends)
2. Food
During the summer, UTEP Dining Services provides breakfast and lunch options at the main
dining area. No dinner options are currently available during this time. However, there are a
number of restaurants and fast-food options within a short walking distance of the UTEP
Miner Canyon, the Institute housing complex.
Each apartment is furnished and equipped with a refrigerator and an electric stove, so you
may buy groceries. An Albertsons grocery store is four blocks away from UTEP Miner
Canyon.
If you choose to eat at the Pick n’ Shovel dining area during your stay, here are the rates
and estimated expenses.
Breakfast at Pick n’ Shovel—$8.25 per day X 10 days = $82.50
Lunch at Pick n’ Shovel—$9.25 per day X 10 days = $92.50
Dinner is on your own—$18.00 (estimated) per day X 10 days = $180.00
Total = $355.00 (not including weekends)
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3. Lodging
Lodging will be at the UTEP Miner Canyon, which is located at 3490 Sun Bowl Drive, El Paso,
TX 79902.
The cost is $35.00 per night X 14 nights = $490.00
Grand Total of estimated expenses= $915.00
The estimated expenses can be reduced significantly by planning in advance and examining
fees more closely before any purchases.
4. Books and Excursions
The Institute will cover the costs of all books and fees to museums and other historical sites.
If you, however, choose to receive Continuing Education Units (CEUs) credit for the
Institute, you are responsible for the fees charged by the UTEP Extended University.
Also, we will provide tokens for a number of complimentary rides on either the Sun Metro
Brío bus or Streetcar.
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APPENDIX B
Biographical Note and Photo
A biographical note about each Summer Scholar will appear on our UTEP NEH Institute web
site. A sketch is included below as a sample, and others appear from our 2017 Summer Scholars
on our web site in the Community section. Be sure to make yours personable and distinct in
your voice.
As you write your own biographical note (100 words maximum), be sure to include the
following and add any hyperlinks:
1. Your name
2. Home city (you may include the name of your school, although optional)
3. Teaching subject or content area
4. Your hobbies
5. Any publications or leadership and service
6. Your post-Institute goal
7. How to reach you (optional)
Sample
Frank N. Stein is from Shelley, Texas. He teaches English, German, and Spanish language
arts at Gothic High School in Van Horn, Texas. He is an avid reader of novels and poetry
and enjoys hiking and kayaking in the Paso del Norte Region. Frank is an active volunteer
with Project LIT Community and promotes the study of young adult literature in a few
local organizations. He plans to apply his knowledge of the Chihuahuan Desert histories
and narratives in a few advanced courses on the forming of the American West and
borderlands people’s identities. Frank can be reached at franknstein@shelleyisd.org
and via @frank200yrs.
Send us a photo in color as an attachment to then upload to the web site.
Submit your biographical note and photo by May 5th, 2019, to:
borderlandsnarratives@utep.edu.
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