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My experience at the Summer Seminar, Tales from the Chihuahuan Desert: Borderlands 

Narratives, has equipped me with a more deep-rooted knowledge of binational identity and its 

culture from a more intrinsic perspective and will allow me to connect with my students on a far 

more personal level than which I presently do. Additionally, it has provided me with knowledge 

to relay to my students that would prove vital in our open discussions and, more specifically, on 

topics of identity and biculturalism that is crucial within my specific demographic of students. 

Currently, I teach in a district with a predominantly Hispanic immigrant demographic and 

a large number of unaccompanied minors, in a growing suburban area of Long Island. There are 

over 4 thousand students in our High School alone, with 93% of them being minority. Of the 

93%, the vast majority are from countries in Central and South America. My students live in a 

community that gives rise to topics such as border people being, “… portrayed as dangerous, 

illegitimate, and as part of a distinct counter culture” to American society. This being said, 

identity and its place in “the States” is always at the forefront. It is of increasing concern 

considering our present times and attitudes towards immigrants and our national immigration 

policies being called into question.  

Using materials, resources, and realia from this institute, students will continue to use 

their classroom as an open forum to discuss their nationality and pride in not only being of “x” 

nationality, but also in how adopting the culture and traditions of the States impacts their identity 

formation. They will compare and contrast the borderland immigrant experience with the 

Caribbean immigrant experience, explore how Latinos are perceived by non-Hispanics and by 

later American-born Hispanics, and create their own narrative of their personal history.  


